MOHAMMED   AND    CHARLEMAGNE
molested by the authorities. In 582, however, in Gaul, the king
had them converted by force.1 Heraclius is said to have asked
Dagobert to have them baptized.2 Some allowed themselves to
be converted,3 but others fled to Marseilles, where they were not
molested. They were sometimes accused of sacrilege.4 At Bourges,
in the first half of the yth century, Saint Sulpicius caused large
numbers of them to be baptized.5 At Clcrmont Bishop Avitus had
many Jews baptized, without, however, subjecting them to con-
straint.6 Chilperic also caused some Jews to be baptized,7 and one
of these, having refused, was imprisoned; but Gregory the Great,
in 591, reprimanded the laity of Aries and Marseilles, who were
forcing baptism upon the Jews;8 he also rebuked the Bishop of
Terracina, who had expelled the Jews from their synagogues,
They must, he said, be led by kindness.8 He would not even allow the
Bishop of Naples to prevent the Jews from working on feast days and
holy days.10 The only restriction which he sought to impose upon
them was in respect of owning Christian slaves.11 He requested
Brunchaut to promulgate a law forbidding them to own such slaves.12
Certain Councils, like the Council of Clcrmont, in 535, enacted
that Jews must not become judges.13 The Merovingian Councils
made many stipulations prohibiting marriage between Jews and
Christians, forbidding Christians to attend the banquets of Jews,
and Jews were forbidden to own mandpia Christiana. An edict of
614 forbade them to bring public actions against Christians.14
In Spain, after die conversion of Reccared, the laws against the
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